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galamities of war; but fuch lenity and forbearance, inftead of meeting with a C %’{‘; P.

proper return, have been falfely imputed to pufillanimity and a dread of retalia-
tion, and feem rather to have encouraged the enemy to acts of violence and cru-
elty : And whereas the truftees of this ftate have lately, on the advice of the offi-
cers of the crown of Great-Britain, refufed to pay the money belonging to this ftate
in the bank of England : And whereas, in defiance of public faith, and in breach
of the capitulation of Charles-town, the Britith officer commanding in that de-
partment, under frivolous pretences, has imprifoned the perfons of feveral re-
{pectable citizens of that ftate, and confifcated their property ;- and from the ge-

neral conduét of the enemy it may juftly be inferred, that their hatred and cruel-

ty is not to be foftened or reftrained by any refpe to the ufages of war, the ob-
ligations of compacts, or the rights of humanity : And whereas, by the declara-
‘tion of independence, all political connexion between Great-Britain and thefe
ftates was diffolved, and the fubje@s of Great-Britain declared enemies in war,
and in peace friends ; and by the law of nations the fubjets of Great-Britain, in
their feparate and colletive capacity, are anfwerable, not only. for all expences
incurred by this ftate in confequence of the war, but for any injury or damage
fuftained by any of the fubjets of this ftate fince the commencement thereof, and

their property, wherever found, is fubjet to feizure and confifcation : Where-
fore, , : : ‘

" IL. e it enalted, by the general 4ﬁﬁ’ml»lyvof' Maryland, anu it ig herebp enafted
and declared, That all property within this ftate, debts only excepted, belonging
.to Britith fubjets, fhall be feized, and is hereby confifcated to the ufe of this
tate. , P

III. AnY, to afcertain what perfons fhall be deemed and adjudged Britith fub-
“jeéts within the intention of this act, B¢ it enafted, That every perfon born
within the dominions or allegiance of the crown of Great-Britain, and every per-
fon made a fubjet of that nation agreeable to its laws, fhall be, and he is:hereby
“declared and-adjudged to be, a Britith fubject within this a&, unlefs he hath, by
" fome fubfequent a&, divefted himfelf of that relation, by adhering to us and our
caufe, as by entering into the fervice or employment of the United States, or any
“of them, joining in the formation of our government, taking the oath of allegi-
.ance to it, withdrawing himfelf from the Britith dominions for his attachment to
“the United States, or by doing fome fimilar open a&, or by giving his implied
Lﬁﬂém,“ y. remaining within this or fome other of the United States, and receiving
.the prote@ion and benefit of their govermment and laws, :

o ~IV. dnby Whereas divers perfons, formerly inhabitants of this ftate, have left
“the fame, fome to avoid giving their affiftance to this ftate, and others on their
;anate bufinefs, and have not again returned ; and all fuch perfons would be ad-

judged Brtifh fubje@ts under the ir;ccding' part of this act: Jt i8 herchy pro-
,DiBeD any enaited, That if any fuch perfon, who fince the thirticth day. of April,
,Jeventeen hundred and feventy-five, left this ftate, and went to Great-Britain, or
“any: part of the Britifb dominions, -and hath not returned to this ftate, and if any
_perfon ‘horn within this fate (who before the faid thirtieth day of April was in
“Great-Britain, or any part of the Britith dominions, and hath fince refided there)
_unlefs he hath or fhall avow himfelf a fubje& of Great-Britain, or freely join the
“Britith: army_or navy, or willingly accept protetion from any cgmmiffioner, or
hold, accept or receive, any office of truft or profit,
eward, from the crown, parliament or miniftry, of
.other fimilar voluntary overt a&t ele& himfelf to be a

¥fubiedt of his Brianmic majefty, (it he (hall retarn into this flate before the firft

"‘aay of‘Mﬁ“}EFﬁ{%%ntcen ‘hundred and eighty-two, and within one month thereaf-
ter take and fubfcribe the oath or affirmation of fidelity and fupport to this ftate,
sopreferibed by shcaétto&;ﬁiﬂs certain crimes and mifdemeanors, and to prevent
“the orow! yifm) {h: notbeconﬁdereda Britifh {ubject within the intent

nd in cafe any perfon who:hath left this ftate with leave of any
befmaitioﬁ?;or the council of fafety, and gone to Great-Britain, or

f the, dominions of the crown thereof, fhall be difabled by age or infirmity
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